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Under cover
Lacking a canopy of leafy trees, one couple turned  

to timber to create an all-weather sanctuary 
Words ANNA KOOREY

To protect this backyard from the 
elements, designers Secret Gardens  
of Sydney extended the upstairs deck 
to create a covered patio. It’s framed 
by walls clad in Natureed, a material 
available from House of Bamboo.
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Looking out onto the lush tropical paradise that is 
Anna and Andy’s Sydney backyard, you’d never guess it was once  
a character-less concrete space without a streak of green to be  
seen. The outdoor area was taken up by an enormous pool, 
surrounded by five-metre-high walls. “You’d look down from the 
deck and all you could see were these ugly white municipal tiles  
on the pool, walls and floor,” recalls Secret Gardens of Sydney 
managing director Matthew Cantwell. Anna and Andy gave Matthew 
the task of transforming the site into an inviting outdoor sanctuary 
with areas of sun and shade. “There was nothing green down  
there when we bought the property; and the pool was double  
the size,” Anna says. “We wanted to create a space with both  
a swimming pool and a green area for our two children to  
play on, while giving the space a tropical feel that reflects  
our home’s position near the beach.”

To keep costs down, Matthew and his team built the new pool 
inside the old and covered the surrounding walls in Natureed, a 
natural, durable, reed-based cladding, avoiding the time-consuming 
and costly job of ripping away the wall tiles. It was important to  
Anna and Andy to have shaded sitting areas since the garden is 
exposed to westerly sun, so Matt extended the deck from the house 
to create an undercover patio. “It’s a great spot to sit while the kids 
are in the pool, and we love to entertain there,” says Anna. 

Chic white planters filled with Mexican bamboo palms bring  
the garden into the outdoor room and give it the vibe of an eco 
resort. “We chose Mexican bamboo palms because they enjoy  
dark conditions and grow to ceiling height,” explains Matt.

The sun influenced the planting decisions throughout the  
garden. Canopy plants, such as native fan palm, Bangalow palm and 
frangipanis, provide shelter for groundcover and flowering plants. > 

Plants such as native  
fan palm, frangipani, 
Bangalow palm, cordyline 
and bird of paradise 
impart a relaxed feel. 

Made in the shade
“We waterproofed the 

upstairs deck so the patio 
underneath stays dry,” says 
designer Matthew Cantwell. 

Panels of hardwood 
decking on the surrounding 

walls continue the timber 
theme, while laid-back 

lounge chairs (for similar, 
try Freedom’s ‘Deckhaus’ 
chairs) and a coffee table 

made by Matthew complete 
the outdoor room.

Set in stone

Large-format ‘Cashmere’ 

concrete pavers from Eco 

Outdoor cover the patio 

floor and wrap around the 

pool, while dry-packed 

Sydney sandstone creates 

an organic-look retaining 

wall. A Kartell ‘Prince Aha’ 

stool from Space and a 

contoured lounger (for 

similar, try the Paola Lenti 

‘Wave’ chaise from De De 

Ce) add a resort feel.

OUTDOOR living 
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Deep green foliage and a sparkling blue pool bring this  secret garden to vivid life

Light the way
The garden is designed to 
be enjoyed at night, too. 
Lights in the garden bed 

cast flame-like patterns up 
the fence, and the pool is 

illuminated under the 
surface of the water. Matt 

installed downlights in the 
ceiling of the patio for 

after-dark entertaining, 
while lights in the stairs 

guide guests safely.  

OUTDOOR living

< Matt chose tropicals in keeping with the garden’s theme, planted 
in raised garden beds along the borders to frame the space in green.  
“We wanted a garden that didn’t require much watering so we 
planted young tropicals and watered them less, so as they grew they 
acclimatised,” says Anna. An irrigation system keeps them thriving. 

Now that the stark white tiles have given way to a verdant  
paradise of glossy green leaves and vibrant blooms set off against  
a sparkling blue pool, the family spends most of their time here.  
The high fences, decorated with a mass of fragrant star jasmine, 
provide complete privacy. “I love that it really is a secret garden  
– it’s sunken and secluded,” says Anna. 
Secret Gardens of Sydney, (02) 9314 5333, secretgardens.com.au.








