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THIS STUNNING HOME OCCUPIES an enviable site fronting Sydney
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Bridge. We were engaged early in the build and it was the first project
we warked on with Bruce Stafford Architects, a relationship that has
continued to develop in the years following. It was a typical harbour-
front property, reasonably steep, with the top floor presenting at strest
level and the lowest of the thres levels connecting directly to the water
level. Across much of the site our brief initially was to ensure the
provision of appropriate planter beds and of course the planting itself.

Our clients wanted a low-maintenance garden capable of withstanding
the hot western sun and the windy conditions on the waterfront,

As always, boundary screening and planting was a priority. »

“4 motorised awning is a very flexible solution. The priority
war o ensire that it could d isappear completely when not
required, and for the sky to be enjoyed” ~ Matthew Cantwell
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An area of the garden that turned out to be one of the highlights

of the property was an internal courtyard. We had two opportunities

te design this space, Init ve designed the courtyard to include

a large, mirrored water wall against a large expanse of white rendersd

wall, to be enjoved from numerous aspects. At the base of the water

feature the bold foliage of Alcantarea extensa was used to provide

additional sppeal. When first campleted, a mature fig in the

neighbouring garden provided ample screening and shade. This

tree though was earmarked for removal, 2o forced the need to rethink

this area. Having lived with the new home for some years by now,

it became apparent just how important this courtyard space was.
Preparing for the fig's removal, we designed a large boundary wall
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planter perched above to address what would become
ue, & green wall surrounded the water feature, covering

previously white w, eer was engaged to help
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due to background noise, and a motorised awning then covered the
space to protect the area from midday sun and light rain. The new
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“When designing a garden, it is important to consider
neighbouring vegetation and the opportunity it can offer
to borro rrfrw.r.’ the Scenery” - Matthew Canrwell
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