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The difficult growing conditions in Kuwait City, 
where the temperature regularly exceeds  
50˚C (122˚F), posed a challenge for Italian 
landscape design firm SdARCH (founded by 
Alessandro Trivelli and Silvia Calatroni in 1997) 
when it won a competition to create a public 
park in the city to celebrate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Constitution of Kuwait.  
The brief was equally challenging: to illustrate 
the path to democracy. The resulting design, 
conceived in collaboration with architect 
Giancarlo Alhadeff, cleverly splits the 
0.8-hectare (2-acre) garden into two parts, 

representing pre-democracy Kuwait (the Old 
Age) and post-democracy Kuwait (the New 
Age). The planting in the Old Age section is 
deliberately chaotic, with trees and shrubs 
sitting messily in an arid, stony landscape  
that represents the instability and insecurity  
of that era. By contrast, the New Age Garden 
is an organized haven; beds are planted in an 
orderly, measured fashion with shrubs, grasses 
and flowering succulents that can withstand 
the intense heat, including euphorbias, bou-
gainvilleas, lantanas and plumerias. There are 
precisely 183 olive trees, each representing 

one of the articles of the Constitution. 
Simultaneously separating and joining the two 
gardens is a huge monument that provides a 
stepping stone to the future. On the Old Age 
side, the monument is made of brass and 
titanium, while on the New Age side 183 blocks 
in relief again reference the Constitution. 
Water features heavily in the garden in the 
shape of a large fountain and water jets, 
cooling the air and reflecting the Islamic idea 
of the tranquil paradise garden.

CONSTITUTION GARDEN
Kuwait City, Kuwait, 2012

SDARCH WITH ALHADEFF  
ARCHITECTS

The-Contemporary-Garden-EN-6823-Laser corrections-2025-04-04.indd   260The-Contemporary-Garden-EN-6823-Laser corrections-2025-04-04.indd   260 09/04/2025   11:00 pm09/04/2025   11:00 pm

261

In 2019 fire swept through this McKenzies 
Beach property south of Malua Bay, on the 
traditional lands of the Yuin nation, and then 
suffered further damage from a fierce 
hailstorm the following year. The aim of the 
new 0.8-hectare (2-acre) garden design by 
Sydney-based practice Secret Gardens, under 
the creative directorship of Matthew Cantwell, 
was to complement the local geology and  
the strongly rectilinear lines of the house, and 
to marry the building more sustainably with its 
surroundings. Views through the blackened 
trunks of beautiful Corymbia maculata 

(spotted gums) to the water were a stark 
reminder of the fires that have been 
catastrophic in parts of the south coast of 
New South Wales, and provided the impetus 
for the new design to provide enhanced fire 
protection. This meant pushing planting 
further from the house and providing useable 
level, grassed, gravelled or tiled areas close  
to the dwelling. Stone retaining walls and 
terraces of weathered Corten steel and locally 
sourced gravel complement the site’s natural 
character. Macrozamia communis (burrawang), 
Doryanthes excelsa (gymea lily), Westringia 

fruticosa (coastal rosemary), Banksia 
integrifolia (coast banksia) and local grass 
species, including Poa billardierei (beach 
fescue), are supplemented with architec-
turally striking, exotic agaves. Greater 
engagement with the landscape is encouraged 
by meandering paths across the property, 
which boasts spectacular views through  
a tracery of tree trunks to the beach and 
headland across the bay. This is a garden that 
is respectful to its site and – remarkably for 
an area that is often windy – exudes tranquillity.

BRACKEN
McKenzies Beach, Malua Bay, New South Wales, 
Australia, 2023

SECRET GARDENS
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